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The International Society of Precision Agriculture (ISPA) is a
non-profit professional scientific organization. The mission of
ISPA is to advance the science of precision agriculture globally.

Food By the Numbers

Some 80 percent of U.S. fruits and vegetables are grown on large farms and
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International Society of Precision Agriculture (ISPA) Board Meeting Minutes

July 31, 2016
Station Master Room (Union Station, St Louis, Missouri, USA)
Participants: Ken Sudduth, President; Nicolas Tremblay, President Elect; John Stafford, Past-President; Tyrell Fickenscher, Treasurer; Viacheslav Adamchuk, Secretary; Quentin Rund, Executive Secretary
Could not participate: Raj Khosla, Founding President
The meeting was called to order at 15:00 CDT by Ken Sudduth, president of the Board of Directors of ISPA.

Nicolas questioned the title of “Founding President” as well as circulation of the event support policy. The July 12, 2016 minutes were approved unanimously and the final Policy on Sponsorship/Endorsement of Events will be attached to these minutes.
Ken announced the results of the election. About 80 members cast votes for each position. The new president-elect is Ian Yule, the new treasurer is Terry Griffin and Slava Adamchuk will remain as secretary.

The total number of ICPA registrants is 291 with 87 InfoAg attendees registering for ICPA (378 up-to-date registrants in total). This corresponds with the anticipated budget. Attendees represent 28 different countries (152 US attendees). A total of 288 abstracts were submitted. Of these, 148 are to be given as oral presentations and there will be 58 poster presentations. 
Quentin asked about the long-terms metrics. These include: total submissions, accepted and presented. Slava raised the issue of science versus technology-focused abstracts. Session types similar to the former A-to-Z were discussed. Currently, there are five parallel session tracks.
Ken briefed the Board in terms of the details of the Monday plenary session. Margaret Zeigler is the keynote speaker. At lunch, Jose Molin will talk about the conference in Brazil and Leah Bergen will present the Tulane Nitrogen Reduction Challenge. There will be a joint plenary session on August 2. On August 3, the ICPA closing plenary session will conclude the ICPA meeting. There will be a discussion about communities during lunch on Monday. 

The next ICPA meeting will be discussed and it will be based on the results of the survey. There is the question about the conference location and if it can be held outside USA.

Conference finances are similar to the projection. The final numbers will be summarized after the meeting. The current ISPA balance is $117,294 + a check for $3,201. Insurance and auditing are two on-going processes. The same auditor who works on ICPA will be approached to check ISPA finances. Responsibilities for ISPA finances will be shifted to Terri and Nicolas on August 3.
Linking with the Asian Conferences on Precision Agriculture was discussed. The proposed $50 USD discount for ACPA attendees should be further discussed though.
Accessibility of Precision Agriculture journal to ISPA members is now in place. With regards to the compensation to the editor, Ken asked if Springer should be involved. This is not necessary. As Precision Agriculture is the society's journal, the idea is to make the payment to two co-editors-in-chief comparable to society journals. A final decision was made to provide ISPA payment to both editors in the amount of £2,500 GBP per calendar year to be reviewed and renewed annually during the month of January. A yearly report will be handed over to the ISPA board by the co-editors-in-chief prior to proceeding with the decision to renew. As the year is half over now, the 2016 payment will be one-half of this amount. The decision was approved unanimously.
The ICPA proceedings have been listed in the conference section. The abstracts are available to everyone for free, but full papers are accessible to active members only. For non-members, the full paper can be accessed for $15 USD. This revised rate was approved unanimously. These rates apply to all of the conference papers starting in 2008.
Slava inquired about Board only section of the web to post meeting minutes. This will be done.
There are five standing requests for ISPA endorsement to be considered while the policy is being finalized. Slava suggested that the scope and goals of the society should be co-aligned with the scope and goals of the event. This topic will be discussed at the next meeting.
The board meeting was adjourned at 11:10 CST; the next meeting is on August 3 at 19:00 in the same room.
Distributed Agenda

1. Call to order / welcome
2. Review and approval of minutes from July 12 (attached) 
3. Old business

a. Election results -- Ken
b. ICPA update (papers, registrants, sponsors, etc.) – Quentin/Ken

c. Conference financial report – Quentin

d. Society financials, insurance, auditing, etc. – Ty

e. Discuss ACPA/AACPA linkage proposal (attached)

f. Society publications – journal and proceedings
g. Other old business

4. New business 
a. Consideration of endorsement requests with application of new policy (policy and requests attached -- please review prior to meeting)
i. Previous UAV request

ii. Sustainable Intensification (Brazil)

iii. China International Smart Agriculture 

iv. European Intelligent Ag Conference

v. InterMET Asia 2017

b. Group discussion/brainstorming: What should be ISPA priorities for the next year?

c. Other new business

5. Adjourn
